
Invasive species: a species that is non-native to the ecosystem under consideration and whose introduction 
causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.  

–President’s Executive Order 13112, 1999 
When a plant is introduced to a new area, it leaves its natural enemies behind. Plants in new environments tend to 
become invasive because their populations are no longer controlled by insects, fungi, disease, grazing animals and 
competition from other plants. Invasive plants tend to be highly adaptable and are generally successful in a wide 
variety of habitats. When invaders move in, they do not share.  They take up light and nutrients, eliminating 
native plant species. Native plant diversity is evidence of a healthy habitat. Only a small fraction of the 
hundreds of non-native plants that have evolved elsewhere and brought to Michigan and to Belle Isle are invasive.  
The few that are, however, can be very aggressive and spread rapidly once established.  Early detection and 
treatment are very important. Below is a partial list of invasive plants on Belle Isle. 

Be on the lookout! 
How many of these invasive plants can you spot on the island? Use the map and explore! 

These invasive plants can be found on trails, fences, and along roadways in the park. 
Check them off as you see them. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
       1. Honeysuckle 

 
 

 

 

 

 
      2. Common 
           Buckthorn 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
      3. Purple Loosestrife 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
     4. Common Reed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      5. Reed Canary Grass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      6. Privet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    7. Common Periwinkle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      8. Multiflora Rose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    9. Narrow-leaved 
         Cattail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      10. Oriental     
             Bittersweet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      11. Tree-of-Heaven 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      12. Canada Thistle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      13. Garlic Mustard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     14. Japanese Barberry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     15. Spotted Knapweed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    16. Japanese Knotweed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How many did you find? ________ 
Can you spot these invaders in your neighborhood? 

Funding for this invasive removal project is provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant.  
Brochure designed by Tahrima Khanom and Melvadean Pearson. Sources: Michigan Natural Features Inventory: Invasive Species—Best Control 
Practices fact sheets dated 2/2012; Michigan Natural Features Inventory’s A Field Guide to Invasive Plants of Aquatic and Wetland Habitats for 
Michigan; and, Michigan Natural Features Inventory’s A Field Identification Guide to Invasive Plants in Michigan’s Natural Communities.                 
Photo Credits: Tahrima Khanom, Leslie J. Mehrhoff, Chris Evans, Jan Samanek, Phyllis Higman, John M. Randall, Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources and Michigan Sea Grant. For more information on these invasive plants, visit the Michigan Natural Features Inventory at: 

http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/invasive-species/invasives.cfm 
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